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On April 9 during a television interview, Secretary of State James Baker said the US will not alter
its Central America policy as a result of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's recent statement in
Cuba about ending the "export of revolution." According to Baker, when the US raised its concerns
with the Soviets about providing weapons to Nicaragua, "the response was if you stop supporting
governments in Central America, primarily democratically elected governments, we will stop
supporting Nicaragua." Baker continued: "And of course that is a non-starter for us and we so
told them." In response to a question about Panama, Baker said that while he was hopeful for free
elections in that country, he did not discard the possibility of seeing the elections stolen by Gen.
Manuel Antonio Noriega. Next, the Secretary conceded that US efforts to depose Noriega have
failed, but he added that the chance exists that the general will be unseated in the May 7 general
elections. "We haven't been able to get rid of him. Our policy is still that we will not normalize
relations with Panama as long as he remains in power." Asked what Gen. Noriega would likely
do, Baker responded, "There is some indication that he very much wants to hold on to power. And
we know from experience in the past, he would not be reluctant to steal it if he thought he could
get away with it." However, said Baker, if Noriega attempts to steal the elections it could "change
attitudes significantly through Latin America." (Basic data from AFP, 04/09/89)
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